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Rethink urged on Garbon
I Coverage for most farm unlikely
I Rules-based trading system

suggested
I Verification issues need resolution

By MATTHEW CAWOOD
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Faboui- emissions tradirtg,
Dave Miller of the lowa Farm
Bureau told the Australian Farm
Institute's Agriculture,
Greenhouse and Ernissions
Trading conterence at
Maroochydore, Queensland,
last week.

There is an assumption that
individual farms wil l be some-
how 'covered under the
Carbon Pollution Reduction
Scheme, but that is unlikely, Mr
Miller said.

lnstead, as in the United
States, Mr Miller argues that the
only businesses l ikely to be
covered under the Australian
scheme will be those producing
more than 25,000 tonnes of car-
bon dioxide equivalents.

But Mr Millers argues lower-
ing that target, especially to the
farm level, introduces enor-
mous complexity.

I n  t h e  U S , 8 5  p e r  c e n t  o l
national emissions are account-
ed for by covering the roughly
30,000 businesses that produce
25,000t or more of CO2-e.

"lf we go to 10,000t, we have
1.3 mill ioIr reporting entit ies,"
he said.

"The government has made it
very clear - why go from 30,00t)
en t i t ies  to  1 .3  mi l l ion  to
account lor another 2pc of
emissions? It makes no sense."

"So for everyone under
25,000t of emissions, the ques-

tion is - how do you ParticiPate
in the system?"

Mr Miller's advice is for agri-
culture to interface with the
CPRS through a voluntary
'rules-based trading system' of
emissions offsets and comple-
mentary measures, using simi-
lar market principles as the
world's stock exchanges.

It is also the basis of the
Chicago Climate Exchange,
which operates a voluntary soil
carbon trading scheme.

Mr Miller's other hat is as
chief scientist for Agracate,
which aggregates about six mil-
l ion carbon credits for the CCX
each year.

"Rules are written by the trad-
ing members so that neither
side is advantaged or disadvan-
taged." Mr Miller said.

"The Chicago Climate
Exchange is only voluntary to
joiIr; once you've joined, you're
bound by the rules."

TO DEMONSINATE I|e ]dE
agriculbrc can play in Pefl an€nty
sequesbring greenhouse gases
inb soil, Bany Vog[ Xarunda,
hcled Lawrie & Co's Abhn Lawie
and loriner Govemff -Gfl eral
Michael Jefircy {all pictunO ar h6
pruperty ltarymle on lmhy as
pan ol the Bidogical Faming
Sysbms Soil Cafton Tdfi

th€ bw highligiled tE
greenior6e reduc{ion and calbon
s€questation results gained by
Souh Austalian and victotian
hmers by using biological
omducb insbad ot hrliliser.

Mr Voqt us€s the biological
farming system on 400 hectares ot
his property and plans to eQand
his to fl)(}ra next year He says the
BFS nol only bansfened
atnospheric cafton dioxide into

soil cafton, but also impmved soil
ferlility and s${aimble 41il lbral
pruduclton.

By soraying a ttological ffoducl
ot bsEfcial microbes and tungi,
insbad of ur€4, he reduced his
caftfi €missiolF.

"We are h$ing to sbre cartdl
deep in tn s{il and by not adding
nitogiemus ftdilisec, we arc abo
reducing gas emissin s. Ihe
cadon that nilogeflous ledilisers
releas€ 

'rs 
a much bigg€I issue fian

m6l peoph calise," he said. h
February xm, soil lesb on MI
Vogt's pmpe'ty pmduced soil
organic ca6on readings between
1 .86 and 2.26 p€r cenl "lt is lhe
highed I have se€n in a long lime
and you get a much flrore raPid
increase in SoC lhan you do in any
other way," he said.

Biofarming beats emissions


