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Biofarm set

BY PAULA THOMPSON

NOWTOWN farmer Hrian

Krieg has been able to

Increase the organic matter
level in his solls by from between
1.3 to 1.8 per cenl, to 2.5-3pe In
three years by using biological
larming techniques.

This means he could potentially
earn $50-5100 a hectare il he
became Involved In carbon trad-
Ing.

LawrieCoe general manager
Andrew VanderSluys says Mr
Krieg's resulis prove agriculture
has a real chance to be formally
part ol carbon Irading schemes
and nol jusl ones aligned to
lorestry.

“The one great hurdle slopping
agriculture from automatically
becoming a major player in all
luture carbon trading schemes is
the cyclical nature of organic soll
carbon when croppling.” he sald,

“That Is, you build it up but
then you deplete it with continu-
ous cropping. [t is not permanent-
ly Increased so It cannot be “pald’
as a carbon deposit,”

But results from Mr Krieg's larm
show he has been successful in
bl_ll!gllng-up organic soll carbon -
while continwously cropping -
with no backward steps, proving
permanent scquestration,

“This now paves the way lor
agriculture to prove it can perma-
nently sequester Co2 from the
atmosphere as (ixed organic car-
bon in the soll,” Mr VanderSluys
sald.

~Given the potential for milllons
of tonnes 1o be sequestered, agri-
culture will far outperform any
other carbon sequesiration con-
cept In a timeframe faster than
any other concept can perlorm.

“Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
was recently onecord as saying
he was interested and seeking
some way for agricullure to be a
part of a proper vened trad-
ing scheme, given its absolutely
enormous abllity to vacuum Co2
out of the atmos . The only
sticking point Is how can we
ensure the average organkc car-
bon level keeps increasing in 1he
face of continuous cropping.”

Mr Krieg sald he moved Into
biological larming as a way 1o

the field day at his tarm.

increase the water and nutrient
holding-capacity of his solls.

“Through the 1590s | was pretty
concerned aboul our Increasing
use of urea and DAP,” he sald.

“It was the same with other
chemicals, we kepl putling out
more and more and not putting
trace elements back.”

In 2004, his wile Steph went ona
study tour to Western Australia,
and saw impreasive results from
biological larming.

“Alter that | was keen to find out
more about 11,” Mr Krieg sald.

Mr Krieg sald that after a terri-
ble finish to the 2004 ¢
season, with up to 100 per cent
screenings In wheat, he wanted
to find a way to get around high
input costs, particularly lor those
years with poor linkshes. -

In early 2005, he altended an
introductory seminar run by blo-
logical farming
LawrkeCo al Jamestiown.

Mr Kricg started biological
methods on two of his paddocks
In 2005,

He saw some success In the first
year, with the paddocks that
received biological treatment
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showing more resistance to an
outbreak of stripe rusi.

From the next year, he started
1o use biological treaments on his
whole farm.

“l was trying to {ind a way to
lower the costs of inputs and to
increase the waler and nutrient-
holding capacity of the soll, so
that when we have a dry linish, it
doesn't have such a disastrous
effect,” he said.

Mr Krieg farms 400ha at his own
property, leases another 184ha
alongside and sharefarms another
350ha. A recent feld day at his
farm drew 60 larmers from across
the State.

He runs a program consisting
almost entirely of continuous
cropping. along with some green
manure. Bread and durum wheat,
barley and peas are cropped,
along with wvetch for green
manure. He has not run any live
stock for the past six years,

“Blological farming Is all about
getting the soll balanced, bulld-
ing-up microbes and getting the
earthworms back,” he sald.

*Once you've gol your soll built-
up, crops grow much stronger.”

SWITCHING TECHNIQUES: Snowlown farmer Brian Krieg (iront) with LawrieCo managing director Adrian Lawrie getting ready for the demonstration at
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ORGANIC INCREASE: After throo yoars of biclogical tarming. Snowlown's
Brian Krieg has lited his soil o/ganic matter,

He had outlald $6000 to switch
to biological larming.

"It does take a little bit more
time,” he sald.

"1 put out two loliar sprays dur-
ing the season. | do a loliar spray
at fourdive weeks, then tissue-test
at 10-12 weeks before pulting oul

another loliar for anything that's
lacking.”

Mr Krieg sald while he had not
seen signilicant yield improve.
ment, he had also not lost any.

"My focus Is on producing
healthy crops with betier nutri
enls,” he sald,



